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published in England and elsewhere, it was and is impossible to say.
But something much less than the ascertained facts would be sufficient
to make the historian avert his own eyes and those of his readers
with all possible rapidity from a scene so terrible. In July Mr.
Walter Baring was sent by the British Government to Adrianople
to ascertain, if possible, the truth. His final report was not issued
until September, but preliminary reports so far substantiated the
accounts which had been published in the English Press as to move
the conscience of England to its depths. In a despatch l to Sir
Henry Elliot, British Ambassador to the Porte, Lord Derby gave
expression, in language not the less strong by reason of its restraint,
to the feelings of indignation aroused m England by the accounts of
the Bulgarian atrocities, and instructed him to demand from the
Sultan prompt and effective reparation for the victims.
But a voice more powerful than that of Lord Derby was already Mr Glad-
making articulate the feelings of his countrymen.    To Mr. Gladstone st0116'8
the  tale  of atrocities  made  an  irresistible appeal.    A pamphlet,pamp
published on September 6th, was circulated by tens of thousands.2
With voice and pen he vehemently demanded that the Turks should
be cleared out " bag and baggage . . . from the province they have
desolated and profaned ".
Long before this, however, another complication had arisen. In
June, Servia and Montenegro had declared war upon the Porte.
How far would that conflict extend ? Could it be confined within
the original limits ? These were the serious questions with which
diplomacy was now confronted. The Servian army consisted largely
of Russian volunteers and was commanded by a Russian General.
How long would it be before the Russian Government became a
party to the quarrel ? The Servian army, even reinforced by the
volunteers, could offer but a feeble resistance to the Turk, and in
August Prince Milan, acting on a hint from England, asked for the
mediation of the Powers.3 England, thereupon, urged the Sultan
to come to terms with Servia and Montenegro, lest a worse thing
should befall him. The Sultan, however, declined an armistice, but
formulated his terms, and intimated that if the Powers approved
them he would grant an immediate suspension of hostilities. But
to Lord Derby's chagrin Servia would accept nothing less than an
armistice, and, after six weeks' suspension, hostilities recommenced.
Nevertheless, Lord Derby was untiring in his efforts to promote a
pacification, and suggested (Sept. 21st) to the Powers some heads of
proposals : the status quo in Servia and Montenegro; local or ad-
ministrative autonomy for Bosnia and Herzegovina; guarantees
against mal-administration in Bulgaria, and a comprehensive scheme
1 September 21st, 1-876.
1 The Bulgarian Horrors and the Question of thi East
3 Pari. Papers, Turkey, 1877 (No, 1), p. 880,